
This list has been compiled in order to outline the most common type of Swimming Pool, Spa and Splash 
Pad submittal.  All requirements for a specific project type may not be listed.  It is the applicant’s 
responsibility to verify specific conditions of approval.  If you have questions, contact City staff for 
clarification prior to submittal at 928-763-0124.  Failure to provide a complete submittal, as outlined below, 
may cause delays in the processing of your permit. 

Definitions: 

• “Swimming Pool (pool)”: Any structure intended for swimming, recreational bathing or wading
capable of holding water 18 inches or more in depth.  This includes in-ground, above-ground and
on-ground pools, hot tubs, spas and fixed-in-place wading pools.  Any structure defined as a splash
pad regardless of depth.

o “Residential”: A pool intended for use that is accessory to a single-family residential setting
and available only to the household and its guests.  All other pools shall be considered to
be Public for the purposes of this document.

o “Public”: A pool other than a Residential pool.  Public pools are further categorized and
defined in the 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code.  Public pools are subject
to additional permitting requirements of the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
(ADEQ).

o “Splash Pad”: A man made structure constructed from materials other than natural earth or
soil, with sprinklers, fountains, nozzles, and other devices or structures that sprays potable
water, with drainage so there is no standing water, with a recirculation and filtration system.

o “Storable”:  A temporary pool accessory to a residential occupancy, constructed on or above
the ground, capable of holding water with a maximum depth of 42 inches, or a pool with
nonmetallic, molded polymeric walls or inflatable fabric walls regardless of dimension
intended for residential use.  Typically, this would be a single-family residential above-
ground swimming pool that has a cord-connected pool filter, is hose filled and is taken down
in the winter.

o “Exempt”:  A prefabricated pool capable of holding water with a maximum depth of less than
18 inches and is less than 8 feet in width at any point, whether below-ground or above-
ground.  A permit is not required for an exempt swimming pool.

Building Codes: 

• A City permit is required for a Swimming Pool as defined in this document.

• All swimming pool installations are to comply with the adopted building codes (as amended):

o 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code and applicable sections of the 2018
International Residential, Building, Electrical, Mechanical, Plumbing, Fuel Gas codes and
the 2017 National Electrical Code.

Zoning Codes: 

• All swimming pools are to comply with municipal code 17.06.170 “Swimming Pool Safety”.

o All swimming pools shall be enclosed in accordance with the latest edition building codes
adopted by the City of Bullhead City.

o In single-family residential zoning districts or uses, swimming pools shall be in the side or
rear yard. On parcels over ten thousand square feet in size, swimming pools may be located
in the front yard, provided the swimming pool and required enclosure are located outside
the required front yard setback.

o In all other zoning districts, swimming pools shall be in the side or rear yard and there shall
be a distance of at least twenty-five feet between any property line and the water's edge.
All swimming pools shall be enclosed in accordance with the latest adopted building codes.
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Pool Barriers: 

• A “Pool Barrier” is as follows: A permanent fence, wall, building wall, or combination thereof that

completely surrounds the pool and obstructs access to the pool.  The term “permanent” shall mean

not being able to be removed, lifted, or relocated without the use of a tool. Components of the

barrier may require alarms on doors and windows, self-closers on doors and gates, listed safety

covers, etc. See Swimming Pool Barrier Regulations handout.

• Fences must meet municipal code height and location requirements.  Fences require a permit.
Fences in a recorded easement require an additional encroachment permit.

• Water features and hardscape (boulders, waterfalls, slides, decking, etc.) within 48” of any property
line shall not reduce the minimum barrier requirements. See Swimming Pool Barrier Regulations
handout.

• POOL BARRIER COMPLIANCE IS INCLUDED AS PART OF THE SWIMMING POOL PERMIT
REVIEW.  THE POOL BARRIER MUST BE IN PLACE PRIOR TO WATER BEING PLACED IN
THE SWIMMING POOL. THE PROJECT IS SUBJECT TO REFERRAL TO CODE
ENFORCEMENT AND THE PROPERTY OWNER AND CONTRACTOR ARE SUBJECT TO
POSSIBLE MUNICIPAL COURT ACTION IF WATER IS PLACED IN THE SWIMMING POOL
WITHOUT THE CODE COMPLIANT POOL BARRIER IN PLACE.

• SWIMMING POOL PROJECTS MUST BE COMPLETED WITHIN 180 DAYS OF PERMIT
ISSUANCE.  A PERMIT EXTENSION OF TIME WILL NOT BE GRANTED IF THE PERMANENT
CODE COMPLIANT POOL BARRIER IS NOT IN PLACE.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR RESIDENTIAL PLAN SUBMITTAL: 
⎯ One (1) completed Permit Application worksheet. 
⎯ One (1) completed Pool Barrier Checklist & Agreement form. 
⎯ Two (2) copies of 8 1/2” x 11” Site Plan. 
⎯ Two (2) complete sets of Plans. 

⎯ One (1) copy of applicable Outside Agency Approvals. 

⎯ Plan review fees are collected at the time of submittal. 

⎯ A separate Zoning permit application is required for new fence work. 

Site Plans: 
⎯ Site Plan (8 ½” x 11”) to include: 

o Property dimensions, setbacks and easements.
o Locations of all existing and proposed structures.  Include type of structures, dimensions and

distances to property lines and other structures.
o Locations of existing or proposed code compliant pool barriers. Include type of barrier and

dimensions.
o Elevations at all property corners and finished decking locations.  Drainage away from

structures.
o Locations of existing and proposed utility lines (water, electric, fuel gas).
o Location of proposed swimming pool equipment and equipment enclosure (if applicable).

Plans: 
⎯ Expanded swimming pool area layout (11” x 17” minimum) to include: 

o Locations, types and dimensions of all proposed features to include swimming pool, spa,
raised platforms, boulders, water features, slides, fire pits, torches, etc.

o Elevations of the proposed features to include swimming pool depths and finished elevations
of decking, platforms and water features, etc. (a 3-D rendering may be required to clarify).
Please remember that fence walls that were not designed to retain soil cannot be used to
support features.

o Locations and dimensions of decking stairs. Must be building code compliant for width, rise,
run, guard railings, handrails, etc.

o Locations and specifications of electrical, plumbing and fuel gas lines (depths, lengths,
materials and sizes). Locations and size of service panels and sub-panels (if applicable).
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o Location of proposed swimming pool equipment and equipment enclosure (if applicable).
Building code and manufacturer working clearances are to be maintained.

o Declare where the excavated material will be moved to, either on-site or off-site. A grading
permit may be required.

o Declare a backwash plan. Please note that it is a violation to drain swimming pools into City
streets.  Swimming pools may be drained into the City sewer system; however, the City will only
accommodate flows equivalent to a one-inch gravity line or up to 10 gallons per minute.

o In areas likely to have expansive, compressible, shifting or other unknown soil characteristics,
you may be required to provide a soil test to determine the soil's characteristics at a particular
location. If required, this test shall be made by an approved agency using an approved method.

⎯ Structural: 

o Plans and calculations are to be designed by an Arizona licensed registrant (one copy to contain
an original seal and signature).  Plans are to provide sufficient details to address all proposed
features and site conditions.

⎯ Other: 

o Swimming pool equipment (pumps and pool heaters)

▪ Motor sizes, voltage and amps.

▪ Manufacturer installation manual for each. (only one copy, if an original will be
returned.)

o Completed Swimming Pool / Spa Heater form.
o Gas fired appliances (fire rings, pool fire features, etc.)

▪ Appliance manufacturer, model # and ICC/UL#.
▪ BTUs for each appliance.
▪ Manufacturer installation manual for each appliance. (only one copy, if an original will

be returned)
▪ All appliances must be listed by an approved agency.

o Completed Electrical Load Calculation worksheet.

▪ Required if existing service panel is less than 200 amps.
▪ If it appears that the existing service panel may become overloaded by the proposed

installation an electrical load calculation form may be required by the City inspector.

Outside Agency Approvals: 

It is the applicant’s responsibility to acquire all outside agency approvals. 
⎯ Residential and Public projects located on lots utilizing a septic system require site plan approval from 

the Mohave County Environmental Quality / Waste Disposal Services Department. 928-757-0903. 
⎯ Public swimming pool and splash pad projects require plan approval from the Arizona Department of 

Environmental Quality (ADEQ). 602-771-4457 
⎯ Public swimming pool and splash pad projects require plan approval from the Bullhead City Fire 

Department. 928-758-3971 

OTHER REQUIRED INFORMATION: 

Contractor / Owner Builder: 
⎯ General Contractor:  

o Provide contractor’s AZ Registrar of Contractor’s license number.
o For projects with a valuation of $50,000.00 or more, contractors are to provide a copy of their

Arizona Department of Revenue, Bond Exemption Certificate or a One-time Bond Exemption.
o Provide contractor’s TPT number.
o Provide contractor’s City of Bullhead City business license number.

⎯ Owner Builder (single family residential only, restrictions apply): 

o Provide a Declaration of Intent form signed by the recorded property owner.
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

• See permit Building and Zoning Permits Guide for review timelines.

• A City permit is required for a Swimming Pool as defined in this document.

• A swimming pool is to be located so that it meets Zoning code regulations and installed so that it
meets Building code regulations.

• A swimming pool is to be inspected to ensure that it has been installed per the approved plans and
meets the requirements of the adopted building codes and manufacturer installation instructions.

• Swimming pool alarms and pool barriers are to be in place prior to calling for the first requested
inspection.

• TEMPORARY POOL BARRIER FENCING USED DURING CONSTRUCTION MUST BE 5’
HEIGHT CHAIN LINK. ORANGE VINYL SAFETY BARRIER FENCING (OR SIMILAR) IS NOT AN
ACCEPTABLE BARRIER MATERIAL.

• A representative for the swimming pool installer is to be on site for all requested inspections.

• The permit fees for a swimming pool are valuation based and are calculated using the adopted
Comprehensive Fee Schedule.

• Separate permits are required for other structures commonly associated with swimming pools such
as the installation of retaining walls, BBQ areas, cabanas, etc.

PERMIT INFORMATION: 

• A twenty-four (24) hour inspection request line is available, call (928) 763-0172.

• The permit inspection card must be posted on the construction site at all times.

• The approved plans must be on the job site for all requested inspections.

• Prior to digging call Arizona 811; in AZ dial 811, out of state 1-800-STAKE-IT (1-800-782-5348)

• Temporary restroom facilities are required.

• If the project includes vertical construction a minimum three cubic yard trash receptacle is required.

ADOPTED BUILDING CODES (with local amendments): 

Title Code 
Year 

BHC MC 
Chapter 

Title Code 
Year 

BHC MC 
Chapter 

International Building Code, ICC 2018 15.12 International Fire Code, ICC 2018 15.24 

International Residential Code, ICC 2018 15.14 International Energy Conservation Code, ICC 2018 15.22 

National Electric Code, NFPA 2017 15.20 International Existing Building Code, ICC 2018 15.26 

International Mechanical Code, ICC 2018 15.28 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, ICC 2018 15.30 

International Plumbing Code, ICC 2018 15.32 

International Fuel Gas Code, ICC 2018 15.34 ADAAG Manual, ADA US Access Board 2010 NA 

ICC International Code Council, NFPA National Fire Protection Association 

The Arizona Department of Fire, Building and Life Safety adopted the 2018 International Fire Code.  For additional information 
contact the Bullhead City Fire Department at (928) 758-3971. 

For specific Planning & Zoning codes, Engineering codes, Building codes and local code amendments, along with plan submittal 
requirements applicable to various project types, review our informational handouts under Departments and the City’s 

Municipal Code at www.bullheadcityaz.gov. 

http://www.bullheadcity.com/










SWIMMING POOL HEATER INFORMATION 

Applicant Name: ______________________________________________ 

Street Address:_______________________________________________ 

Contractor: __________________________________________________ 

Pool Size:  ___________________Pool Capacity (gals):_______________ 

Spa Size: ____________________Spa Capacity (gals):_______________ 

Pool Heater Size (BTU): _________ Pool Manufacturer _______________ 

Heater Model #: _______________  ICBO/UL #:_____________________ 

Check one:  

Electric _____  Natural gas _____  Propane _____ 

Length of Gas piping:____________ Gas Pipe Size: __________________ 

Gas Pipe Type:_________________ 

Heater manufacturer’s installation manual to be submitted with plans for review. 





















CITY OF BULLHEAD CITY RESIDENTIAL 
ELECTRICAL LOAD CALCULATION  
(ADDITIONS TO MOBILE HOMES) 

PROPOSED OR EXISTING PANEL SIZE  _____________ AMPS 
(must equal or exceed total panel load) 

SITE BUILT STRUCTURES: 

 3 volt-amperes X total square footage of floor area for general lighting
and convenience receptacles (living area only).

 1,500 volt-amperes X total number of 20 ampere rated small
appliance and laundry circuits (minimum of two).

 The nameplate volt-ampere rating of all fastened in place permanently
connected or dedicated circuit supplied appliances such as:

o Range(s)
o Microwave
o Oven(s)
o Cooking Units
o Clothes Dryers
o Water Heaters
o Garbage Disposal
o Trash Compactor
o Dish Washer
o Jetted Tubs
o Hot Tubs
o Garage Door Openers
o 
o 

SUB TOTAL 

 100% of the first 10,000 volt-amperes plus 40 % of any portion of the
sum in excess of 10,000 volt-amperes.

PLUS the largest of the following 

 The nameplate volt-ampere rating of all AC units or nameplate volt-ampere
rating of all heating equipment (which ever is greater).

TOTAL VOLT-AMPERES   ÷ 240 = TOTAL AMPS 
(VOLT-AMPERES = WATTS) 

PLUS 

MANUFACTURED HOME / PARK TRAILER (if applicable): 

 Nameplate rating in AMPS.  ___________ 

TOTAL PANEL LOAD ___________ 

Prepared By   Date 

Address   _  Permit Number   



 

 

CITY OF BULLHEAD CITY RESIDENTIAL  
ELECTRICAL LOAD CALCULATION  

(SITE BUILT) 
 

PROPOSED OR EXISTING PANEL SIZE             _____________ AMPS 
(must equal or exceed total panel load) 
 
SITE BUILT STRUCTURES: 
 

 3 volt-amperes X total square footage of floor area for general lighting  
   and convenience receptacles (living area only).       

 

 1,500 volt-amperes X total number of 20 ampere rated small 
   appliance and laundry circuits (minimum of two).       

 

 The nameplate volt-ampere rating of all fastened in place permanently 
         connected or dedicated circuit supplied appliances such as: 
 

o Range(s)           
o Microwave           
o Oven(s)           
o Cooking Units           
o Clothes Dryers          
o Water Heaters           
o Garbage Disposal          
o Trash Compactor          
o Dish Washer           
o Jetted Tubs           
o Hot Tubs           
o Garage Door Openers         
o             
o             

 
SUB TOTAL            

 

 100% of the first 10,000 volt-amperes plus 40 % of any portion of the 
 sum in excess of 10,000 volt-amperes.        
  

PLUS the largest of the following  
 

 The nameplate volt-ampere rating of all AC units or nameplate volt-ampere 
rating of all heating equipment (which ever is greater).      

 
TOTAL VOLT-AMPERES    ÷ 240 = TOTAL AMPS        
(VOLT-AMPERES = WATTS) 

 
TOTAL PANEL LOAD        ___________    

   
Prepared By          Date      
 
Address      _                           Permit Number      








