
CITY OF BULLHEAD CITY 

Fence and Block Wall 

This list has been compiled in order to outline the most common type of fence and block wall submittal. 
All requirements for a specific project type may not be listed. It is the applicant's responsibility to verify 
specific conditions of approval. If you have questions contact City staff for clarification prior to submittal 
at 928-763-0123. Failure to provide a complete submittal, as outlined below, may cause delays in the 
processing of your permit. 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PLAN SUBMITTAL: 

One ( 1) completed permit application worksheet. 
Two (2) 8-1/2" x 11" site plans clearly showing: 

o Dimensions of lot,
o Existing structures,
o Easements (public utility, drainage, etc),
o Locations, materials, heights and lengths of proposed fence.

Choose which of the City's fence detail is to be used or provide an alternate detail designed by an 
Arizona licensed registrant. 
Fences to be used as a part of a Swimming Pool Barrier are to show compliance regarding gates, 
materials, opening spacing, etc. (See separate Swimming Pool Barrier Regulations handout) 

OTHER REQUIRED INFORMATION: 

Contractor I Owner Builder: 
General Contractor: 

o Provide contractor's AZ Registrar of Contractor's license number.
o For projects with a valuation of $50,000.00 or more, contractors are to provide a copy of

their Arizona Department of Revenue, Bond Exemption Certificate or a One-time Bond
Exemption.

o Provide contractor's TPT number.
o Provide contractor's City of Bullhead City business license number.

Owner Builder (restrictions apply): 

o Provide a signed 'Declaration of Intent" form.

GENERAL INFORMATION 

• See permit "Building and Zoning Permits Guide" for review timelines.
• A separate Encroachment permit is required for construction within a public utility easement.

PERMIT INFORMATION: 

• A twenty-four (24) hour inspection request line is available, call (928) 763-0172.
• The permit inspection card must be posted on the construction site at all times.
• The approved plans must be on the job site for all requested inspections.
• Prior to digging call Arizona 811; in AZ dial 811, out of state 1-800-STAKE-IT (1-800-782-5348)
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ADOPTED BUILDING CODES (with local amendments): 

Title Code BHCMC Title Code BHCMC 

Year Chapter Year Chapter 

International Buildino Code, ICC 2018 

International Residential Code, ICC 2018 

National Electric Code, NFPA 2017 

International Mechanical Code, ICC 2018 

International Plumbino Code, ICC 2018 

International Fuel Gas Code, ICC 2018 

15.12 

15.14 

15.20 

15.28 

15.32 

15.34 

International Fire Code, ICC 

International Enerov Conservation Code, ICC 

International Existino Buildino Code, ICC 

International Swimmino Pool and Soa Code, ICC 

ADAAG Manual, ADA US Access Board 

ICC International Code Council, NFPA National Fire Protection Association 

2018 15.24 

2018 15.22 

2018 15.26 

2018 15.30 

2010 NA 

The Arizona Department of Fire, Building and Life Safety adopted the 2018 International Fire Code. For additional information 
contact the Bullhead City Fire Department at (928) 758-3971. 

For specific Planning & Zoning codes, Engineering codes, Building codes and local code amendments, along with plan 
submittal requirements applicable to various project types, review our informational handouts under Departments and the 
City's Municipal Code at www.bullheadcityaz.gov. 

FENCE REQUIREMENTS: 

Fence--Property Boundary Requirements, Permits and Fees. 

A. Prior to commencing any alteration, construction and/or enlargement to any fence and/or wall
that is located on the perimeter of the subject property, around a swimming pool, around a
trash receptacle, used to screen a parking lot, within any easement, or considered a retaining
wall, a permit shall be obtained from the development services department. The fence and/or
wall/screening device shall comply with the regulations set forth in Chapters 15.12, 15.14 and
17.48 of the City Code and in accordance with the International Building Code, the latest
edition adopted by the City of Bullhead City.

B. When a permit is required, the property owner or his/her agent shall, upon site plan
submission, verify by his/her signature that survey monuments for all property corners shall
be in place and maintained for construction and installation inspection purposes during the
effective term of the permit.

C. The site plan shall call out the type of survey monuments in place, i.e., two-inch iron pin, No.
4 rebar, etc. Any missing property corners shall be restored by an Arizona registered land
surveyor.

D. Fences located on land zoned single-family residential shall be made of chain link, chain link
with ultra violet resistant, interlocking vertical privacy slats, brick, masonry block, masonry
with a stucco or mortar wash finish, cedar, redwood, split railing, wrought iron, mortared rock,
or other similar material approved by the development services director.

E. Fences located on land zoned for multiple-family, commercial, or industrial uses shall be
made of chain link, chain link with ultraviolet resistant, factory installed interlocking vertical
privacy slats, brick, masonry block, masonry with a stucco or mortar wash finish, cedar,
redwood, split railing, wrought iron, mortared rock or other similar material approved by the
development services director.

F. The permit fee for a fence and/or wall shall be computed according to the fee schedules
approved by the city council.

Fence--Height Limits 

A. Fences and walls shall not exceed the heights as set forth below.
1. On any single-family residential zoned lot as follows:

a. Four feet in front yard as determined by the front yard setback and six feet in
side or rear yards.

b. Gates are allowed an additional two feet for decorative features.
c. On lots used for essential public utility buildings and facilities, eight feet.
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2. On any multiple family zoned lot, six feet.
a. Gates are allowed an additional two feet for decorative features.

3. On commercial and industrial zoned lots, eight feet.
4. On public lands zoned lots, ten feet.
5. Four feet on any portion of the rear third of a corner lot backing to a key lot by a line

joining required key lot setback and the street right-of-way intersection. Height may be
increased up to six feet provided such height increase does not hamper visibility for
traffic safety.

6. Three feet within the triangular area formed by measuring twenty-five feet along the
boundary of roadways and drives from the intersection thereof (including hedges and
other plantings). Height may be increased not to exceed four feet, provided such
height increase does not hamper visibility for traffic safety.

7. Where a fence or wall is required as screening or other protection on single-family
residential zoned lots, a minimum of five feet in height.

Fence--Corner Lot Restrictions. 

On a corner lot in any zone, no planting, fence, wall, building or other obstruction to vision more 
than three feet in height shall be placed or maintained within the triangular area bounded on two 
sides by front lot lines, and on the third side by a straight line connecting points on said lot lines 
( or their projections) each of which points is twenty-five feet from the point of intersection of said 
lot lines. 

Fence -- Minimum Standards. 

A. Screening devices on land zoned single-family residential shall be made of chain link with
ultra violet resistant, interlocking vertical privacy slats, brick, masonry block, masonry with a
stucco or mortar wash finish, cedar, or redwood.

B. Multiple-family, commercial and industrial developments:
1. Screening devices materials.

a. Screening devices located on land zoned for multiple-family, commercial, or
industrial uses shall be made of brick, masonry block, masonry with a stucco
or mortar wash finish, cedar, redwood, or chain link with ultraviolet resistant,
factory installed interlocking vertical privacy slats. There shall be a maximum
spacing of one-eighth inch between slats or wooden members.

2. Separation of Uses or Districts.
a. A screening device shall be constructed along property lines contiguous to

single-family residential uses or zoning districts, or along those separated by
an alley or a dedicated easement, as a condition of issuing any building
permit allowing the construction of a multiple-family, commercial, or industrial
development. The screening device shall be a minimum of six feet in height.

b. A screening device shall be constructed along property lines contiguous to
multiple-family residential uses or zoning districts, or separated by an alley
from any commercial or industrial use or zoning district where no such
device exists on the adjacent property because of nonconforming status.
The screening device shall be a minimum of six feet in height.

c. Chain link with ultra violet resistant, factory installed interlocking vertical
privacy slats shall not be used to separate uses or districts.

3. Gates.
a. Where a required screening device must also be used as a gate in multiple­

family, commercial, or industrial uses, it shall be a minimum of six feet and
made of cedar, redwood, chain link with ultra violet resistant, factory installed
interlocking vertical privacy slats or other material approved by the
development services director.
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4. Operations.
a. All commercial and industrial uses, shall be conducted within a completely

enclosed building or an area completely enclosed with a six-foot screening
device as described herein.

5. Mechanical Equipment.
a. Mechanical equipment whether roof or ground mounted, shall be screened

from both street and public view to include residential districts by a screening
device constructed of any of the materials permitted by the definition of a
screening device for lands zoned multiple-family, commercial or industrial.

6. Trash receptacles.
a. Trash shall be located in an area approved by the development services

director in accordance with applicable code.
b. In addition, it shall be the responsibility of the property owner and/or the

permit applicant to provide the public development services with written
confirmation of the trash hauler's approval of the receptacle location prior to
permit issuance.

c. All receptacles shall be screened from street or public view by a six-foot
screening device on three sides. The fourth side shall be a gate a minimum
of six feet and made of cedar, redwood, chain link with ultra violet resistant,
factory installed interlocking vertical privacy slats or other material approved
by the development services director.

d. The screening device for a receptacle shall be placed on a six-inch thick
concrete pad that matches the adjacent grade and paving to provide positive
drainage.

e. All other receptacles allowed shall be screened from street or public view by
a screening device in a manner approved by the development services
director in accordance with applicable code.

7. Storage containers.
a. Storage containers shall only be located in the rear or side yards.
b. Storage containers shall be screened from both street and public view to

include residential districts by an eight-foot screening device.
c. As an alternative to screening, the exterior of a storage container may be

modified to match the color and/or materials of the principal building on the
same property. This alternative may be achieved using stucco, siding, and/or
other approved building materials.
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ENCROACHMENT PERMIT APPLICATION FOR WORK 
IN A DRAINAGE OR PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT 

(Per City Titles 12 & 17) 

TYPE OF EASEMENT TYPE OF ENCROACHMENT 

(Retaining wall, fence, driveways, sewer taps, etc.) 

Drainage 

Public Utility Will there be a grade change more than 2 vertical 
feet to accommodate the driveway and/or sidewalk improvement? 

□Yes □No ON/A 

Construction Start Date: 

Address/Location of Project: _______________________ _ 

Property Owner's Name: __________________________ _

Address of Property Owner (if different from above): 

Property Owner's Phone Number: 

Phone#: Contractor's Signature: 
------------- -----------

Firm Name: 

Address: Date: 

I understand that work within a Drainage or Public Utility Easement shall be performed in 
accordance with all provisions of the Bullhead City Municipal Code. Specifically, I am familiar with 
"Title 12: Streets, Sidewalks, and Public Places and Title 17: Zoning." Copies of these "Titles" are 
available upon request from the Engineering Department. The complete Bullhead City Municipal 
Code is on record for review at the office of the City Clerk or at www.bullheadcityaz.gov. 

I also understand that certain types of encroachments may require a letter of clearance from the 
utility companies and/or a Building Permit from the Bullhead City Building Department. 

Signature of Property Owner: 

Office Use Only: 

Utility Clearance Letters Received: Yes N/A Permit#: 
------------

Business License Expires: _________ _ Permit Fee: ___________ _ 

State Contractor's License Verified: ______ _ Engineering Approval: 






